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26th March 2019 

PRESS RELEASE 

Global STEM Award – New Partnership with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 

The Global STEM Award programme is excited to be working with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust in developing a 

range of Conservation resources and project topics for schools and students to access as a part of a new route 

to achieve recognition through a Global STEM Award. 

Three new themes have been created by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the team at the Living Seas Centre, 

based at Flamborough on the East Yorkshire coast that reflect real challenges faced not only by local 

conservationists and ecologists, but also globally. 

The three themes include: 

• Plastics - Plastic pollution is a growing concern. We’re just now realising how much damage it is 

causing to our oceans! It is estimated that 5 to 12 million tonnes of plastic enter our oceans each year 

with around 20,000 tonnes of litter entering the North Sea alone each year.  

• Ocean Acidification - Ocean acidification is the decrease in the pH of seawater which is caused by it 

absorbing carbon dioxide. As the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere rises, the oceans 

absorbs more of it. Once absorbed, carbon dioxide reacts with seawater to form carbonic acid. This 

then causes the acidity of the oceans to increase. This affects shell-building animals (such as snails 

and crabs) as it makes it harder for them to build their shell.  

• Marine Conservation Zones -  There are currently 2 MCZ’s on the East Yorkshire coast. A Marine 

Conservation Zone (MCZ) is a type of nature reserve at sea. They are areas where wildlife and habitats 

are protected by limiting harmful activities. They are key to the future health of our oceans and are a 

tried and tested way of conserving our oceans all over the world. 

In addition to creating a project based on these themes, students will also need to find out about careers that 

are linked to this area of conservation work – from Marine Biologists and Research Scientists to Ecologists and 

Wildlife Educators. 

Anthony Hurd, YWT’s Manager of the Living Seas Centre at Flamborough said: “ It is great to be teaming up 

with the Global STEM Awards scheme and bringing in ocean science to STEM learning. We are at a critical time 

for our oceans and we need a new generation of ocean scientists to come through and help protect it for the 

future. Hopefully this award scheme will inspire our young people to take action.” 

Mike Cargill, Managing Director of UK STEM, said: “This is a significant and exciting development for the Global 

STEM Award programme. It is essential that all areas of STEM are engaged with and these YWT projects will 

fire student’s imagination and show them how STEM based skills can be used to make a real difference to the 

environment and to people's lives.” 

For further information on the work by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Living Seas Centre visit 

www.ywt.org.uk 

http://www.ywt.org.uk/
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Further information on the these YWT resources for the Global STEM Awards can be found at 

www.globalstemaward.org from 1st April 2019 

http://www.globalstemaward.org/

